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Introduction 
Welcome to our first Policy Update of 
2022! 

The year has started with a return to 
the government’s ‘Plan A’ for tackling 
Covid-19, particularly the omicron 
variant. Once again, we admire the 
resilience of London’s education and 
training sector and its response 
throughout the pandemic, which has 
forced the sector to constantly adapt to 
changing circumstances. 

Meanwhile, the machinery of 
government has followed the usual 
course of implementing the Annual 
Budget and Spending Review that was 
announced in November. We are 
covering Funding in some depth this 
month. 

This month’s Policy Update also 
covers an extensive range of 
legislative and Parliamentary activity 
and the usual research and opinion of 
interest to the 16 to 18 phase of 
education and training. We also 
anticipate more detailed review and 
analysis of the government’s levelling-
up plans, which have been published 
in early February. 

It seems that this promises to be 
another busy year! 

We welcome our readers’ feedback 
about our Policy Updates. Please get 
in touch with any comments. 

peter.obrien@londoncouncils.gov.uk  
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Overview 

1. In this update we have provided coverage of the funding decisions that flow 

from the government’s Annual Budget and Spending Review of November 

2021. In particular, we have included the priorities for the Department for 

Education (DfE) and the issues for local government in London.  

2. There is also a significant body of research that shows:  

− there are continuing concerns about the pace of recovery in the labour 

market – particularly as it affects young Londoners 

− young people’s mental health is a focus of attention 

− the volume of research into climate change and progress to net zero has 

increased in the wake of COP26. 

3. There is also a considerable amount of activity in Parliament that has been 

included in this update. 

4. We anticipate that levelling-up will be a major topic for the February update and 

have included links to recent announcements in this update. 

Deadlines 

5. Responses to the Education and Skills Agency (ESFA)’s Sustainability and 

Climate Change (draft strategy for the education and children’s services 

systems) have to be submitted by 20 February. 

6. The government is seeking views on its proposals to improve the consistency 

of school attendance support and management. The closing date is 28 

February. 

7. The House of Commons’ Education Select Committee has launched an inquiry 

into careers education, information, advice and guidance. The deadline for 

responses is 17 March 2022. 

8. The closing date for councils to apply to the Local Government Association 

(LGA) National Graduate Development Programme is 31 March 2022. 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1031454/SCC_DRAFT_Strategy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1031454/SCC_DRAFT_Strategy.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/school-attendance-improving-consistency-of-support
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/6472/careers-education-information-advice-and-guidance-aeiag/
https://www.local.gov.uk/our-support/leadership-workforce-and-communications/national-graduate-development-programme
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Funding 

9. Shortly before the Christmas break the DfE published details of its plans for 

deploying £615 million of the extra funds (£1.6 billion) announced in the 

Autumn Budget and Spending Review. The main priorities being addressed are 

T Levels, catching-up on lost learning and funding for ‘high-value’ and high-cost 

courses. The DfE also announced a further nine new Institutes of Technology 

(none to add to the three in London announced in the first wave); new short 

courses to support rapid upskilling in occupations experiencing high levels of 

vacancies; and  a series of programmes to help disadvantaged pupils boost 

their maths and literacy skills will be delivered from January. 

10. The DfE also published information for educational settings about 16 to 19 

funding arrangements in academic year 2022 to 23 and published its annual 

accounts for 2020-2021. 

11. The Treasury Select Committee’s report on the government’s Spending Review 

highlights a lack of funding for the DfE. The House of Commons Library 

produced an overview of the schools’ funding system. 

12. Following a consultation on reforming how local authority school improvement 

functions are funded, the government published its response. The core 

proposal of withdrawing the Local Authority School Improvement Monitoring 

and Brokering grant and instead enable councils to de-delegate funds via their 

schools forum was supported by 12.5 per cent and opposed by 70.6 percent 

cent of the 565 responses. The document concludes that “given one of the 

rationales of these proposals is to create greater parity between how school 

improvement is funded in the maintained and academies sector, which does 

not receive such additional school improvement funding, after careful 

consideration of the responses, the government intends to proceed with 

implementing the proposals”. 

The Provisional Local Government Finance Settlement 

13. The Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities set out the 

provisional Local Government Finance Settlement for 2022/23. The settlement 

provides a potential increase of 6.9 per cent in council core spending power in 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/funding-education-for-16-to-19-year-olds?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=f64482b7-5ca9-42c6-8f2b-488aeb19f82c&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/department-for-education-consolidated-annual-report-and-accounts-2020-to-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/department-for-education-consolidated-annual-report-and-accounts-2020-to-2021
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/8627/documents/87416/default/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8419/?utm_source=HOC+Library+-+Research+alerts&utm_campaign=4fcd1dd64c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_01_28_08_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a9da1c9b17-4fcd1dd64c-102517489&mc_cid=4fcd1dd64c&mc_eid=d34cbf25d7
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/reforming-how-local-authority-school-improvement-functions-are-funded?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=a548cbfb-7dc5-4b74-97da-0f5f8e65e526&utm_content=daily
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-16/hcws510
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cash terms, including new government grants, to support vital local services. 

The general reaction was that although the announcement provides certainty 

on the allocation of the £1.6 billion for councils in the next year as announced in 

the Spending Review, the government needs to make rapid progress on long-

term reforms of the local government funding system. A multi-year settlement 

would provide greater certainty over long-term. Local government spending to 

the limits announced by the Secretary of State also assume increases in 

Council Tax. 

Government Policy Announcements 

14. On 1 February, the government announced a major package of support to the 

education system in disadvantaged areas as part of its ‘levelling-up’ agenda. 

This was followed on 2 February by the publication of the much anticipated 

Levelling Up White Paper. More detailed coverage will be provided in our 

February Policy Update. 

Parliament 

Legislation 

15. Two debates in the second reading of the Skills and Post-16 Education Bill took 

place on 7 December. 

16. The House of Commons Library provided a background briefing to the 

Profession Qualifications Bill, which aims to create a new legal framework for 

the recognition of professional qualifications gained outside the UK and reforms 

the practice of regulators, prior to the Bill’s second reading in the Commons. 

17. A Bill was introduced in the Lords by Baroness Hollins (Crossbench) to 

mandate training on learning disability and autism for all health and social care 

staff undertaking regulated activities in England; and to provide for the 

Secretary of State to publish a code of practice for specialist training on 

learning disability and autism. The Bill was read a first time and ordered to be 

printed. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/package-to-transform-education-and-opportunities-for-most-disadvantaged
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/levelling-up-the-united-kingdom
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-12-07?showNoDebateMessage=True
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-12-07/debates/06e74640-4efa-4a4b-a4c9-e844282678c2/SkillsAndPost-16EducationBill(Lords)(FifthSitting)
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9336/?utm_source=HOC+Library+-+Research+alerts&utm_campaign=17fbfafb22-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_12_11_08_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a9da1c9b17-17fbfafb22-102517489&mc_cid=17fbfafb22&mc_eid=d34cbf25d7
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9336/?utm_source=HOC+Library+-+Research+alerts&utm_campaign=17fbfafb22-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_12_11_08_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a9da1c9b17-17fbfafb22-102517489&mc_cid=17fbfafb22&mc_eid=d34cbf25d7
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2021-12-07/debates/F5C407FB-8F79-44D9-93A3-705ACBE3F6DE/MandatoryTrainingOnLearningDisabilitiesAndAutismBill(HL)
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18. The Education (Careers Guidance in Schools) Bill received its first reading in 

Parliament. 

19. The Representation of the People (Youth Enfranchisement) Bill, which seeks to 

extend the franchise to 16 and 17 year-olds, received its second reading in the 

House of Lords. 

House of Commons 

20. Ministers in the DfE provided oral answers to questions in the House of 

Commons on 6 December. 

21. Robert Halfon MP, Chair of the Education Select Committee, asked an urgent 

question in the Commons about School openings in January 2022. 

22. The Education Select Committee held an evidence session on prison education 

on 14 December. 

House of Lords 

23. Lord Storey (Lib Dem) asked about alternative provision. 

24. A debate about Education, Health and Care Plans took place in the House of 

Lords on 8 December. 

25. The House of Lords Youth Unemployment Committee’s report Skills for every 

young person provides the results of its recent inquiry and recommends local 

planning of provision focused on skills matching, skills development, green 

skills, stronger careers guidance, better funding for FE and apprenticeships and 

more support for the disadvantaged. 

Recovery 

26. If you would like to receive regular newsletters about the London Recovery 

Programme, please sign-up here. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-01-17/debates/F01F7F8A-C162-4309-BC7B-E0A3FF8ADA0E/Education(CareersGuidanceInSchools)Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2888/stages/15330
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-12-06/debates/0AE55FC8-BA27-42BC-86E5-D8A839934AC3/OralAnswersToQuestions
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-12-15/debates/6396A391-CB49-4B57-A55F-EFDE189D8C3D/SchoolOpeningsJanuary2022
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-12-15/debates/6396A391-CB49-4B57-A55F-EFDE189D8C3D/SchoolOpeningsJanuary2022
https://committees.parliament.uk/event/6615/formal-meeting-oral-evidence-session/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2021-12-15/debates/8973CC98-51BB-4694-B869-E8D8B38D5297/details
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2021-12-08/debates/17F446B4-7CA4-44F0-8498-2494932BC80E/ChildrenAndFamiliesAct2014EducationHealthAndCarePlans
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5802/ldselect/ldythunemp/98/98.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5802/ldselect/ldythunemp/98/98.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/coronavirus/londons-recovery-coronavirus-crisis/recovery-context/london-recovery-programme-team/london-recovery-programme-newsletter?utm_campaign=London%20Recovery%20Newsletter%20-%20January%202022&utm_source=emailCampaign&utm_content=&utm_medium=email
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Themes 

Effective Participation 

Learning landscape 

27. The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) has 

published Education at a Glance 2021 – the authoritative source of information 

about the state of education around the world. The OECD’s triennial Trends 

shaping education examines the major economic, political, social and 

technological trends affecting education globally. 

28. The sector journal Schools Week ran a story that suggests the government is 

considering allowing councils to run their own academy trusts so that a fully 

academised system can be achieved. This was also covered in the Local 

Government Chronicle. 

29. The Minister of State for Higher and Further Education announced a further 

nine Institutes of Technology on 5 January. 

30. The Further Education Commissioner (FEC), Shelagh Legrave, has published 

her first annual report. The report covers the intervention work of the 

commissioner and her team from August 2020 to the end of July 2021. 

31. The Education Secretary called for former teachers to consider re-entering the 

profession as supply staff in anticipation of staff absence due to the Omicron 

variant of Covid-19. 

32. DfE is introducing new accreditation scheme for online education providers. 

33. A House of Commons Library briefing provides information and the key issues 

on home education in England as well as current and past proposals for reform. 

Positive participation 

34. The Education Secretary launched an attendance alliance to improve school 

attendance. 

35. The government’s report Education recovery in schools: autumn 2021 shows 

that school absence due to Covid-19 is much higher among disadvantaged 

pupils and those with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 

https://www.oecd.org/education/education-at-a-glance/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Explore%20the%20interactive%20web%20book&utm_campaign=OECD%20Education%20%26%20Skills%20Newsletter%3A%20December%202021&utm_term=edu
https://www.oecd.org/education/trends-shaping-education-22187049.htm
https://www.oecd.org/education/trends-shaping-education-22187049.htm
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/dfe-considers-council-run-mats-to-achieve-academy-ambition/
https://www.lgcplus.com/politics/lgc-briefing/councils-could-enable-government-to-achieve-mass-academisation-dream-28-01-2022/
https://www.lgcplus.com/politics/lgc-briefing/councils-could-enable-government-to-achieve-mass-academisation-dream-28-01-2022/
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2022-01-05/hcws518
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1040181/Annual_report_of_the_Further_Education_Commissioner_1_August_2020_to_31_July_2021__2_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/education-secretary-calls-for-ex-teachers-to-return-to-classrooms?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=b4e98250-6dda-4187-8ba6-52e6cb451f04&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/accreditation-for-online-education-providers/accreditation-for-online-education-providers
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn05108/?utm_source=HOC+Library+-+Research+alerts&utm_campaign=f32d633488-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_01_11_08_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a9da1c9b17-f32d633488-102517489&mc_cid=f32d633488&mc_eid=d34cbf25d7
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/education-secretary-launches-new-attendance-alliance?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=3db1da21-002d-4040-ab56-2e4e258a7fbd&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-recovery-in-schools-autumn-2021
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36. The government has announced new measures to tackle absence from school. 

37. The Education Policy Institute (EPI) is calling for a review into how local 

authorities, multi-academy trusts and other school groups are judged on 

measures including inclusion, exclusion and "off-rolling". 

Apprenticeships  

38. Sutton Trust’s Apprenticeship outreach: engaging with under-represented 

groups to improve social mobility looks particularly at access to Degree 

Apprenticeships by young people from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

T Levels and Applied General 

39. The T level action plan was updated on 17 December to take into account 

funding allocated by the DfE as part of the funding package for academic year 

2022 to 2023 and the arrangements for T levels coming on stream in 

September 2022. It shows that T Levels attracted 5,450 new students nationally 

in 2021 and around 3,550 students started the T Level transition programme. 

40. FE Week reported that most universities are not accepting T levels as entry 

qualifications. 

41. The DfE has updated its list of providers selected to deliver T Levels and 

providers planning to deliver the T Level Transition Programme. 

42. A petition on the UK Government’s petition website calling for the protection of 

student choice petition and a reversal of the decision to defund many BTEC 

qualifications has passed 100,000 signatories. This means that it will be 

considered for debate by Parliament. The petition forms part of the Protect 

Student Choice campaign. 

Quality Improvement 

43. Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector published her annual report for 2020 to 2021. 

Ofsted also published a report on how learners and FE providers have been 

coping with the pandemic over the last term. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-measures-to-increase-school-attendance
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/measuring-pupil-inclusion/
https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Apprenticeship-Outreach.pdf
https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Apprenticeship-Outreach.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/t-level-action-plan
https://feweek.co.uk/confused-and-frustrated-most-universities-reject-first-cohort-of-t-level-students/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/providers-selected-to-deliver-t-levels
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/592642
https://www.protectstudentchoice.org/
https://www.protectstudentchoice.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofsted-annual-report-202021-education-childrens-services-and-skills
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-recovery-in-further-education-and-skills-providers-autumn-2021/education-recovery-in-further-education-and-skill-providers-autumn
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Achievement 

44. Ofqual has produced its report on GCSEs, AS and A levels awarded in summer 

2021. 

45. Teach First has published research which has found the digital divide continues 

to hamper attainment. 

Progression 

Progression to the Labour Market 

46. On 31 January, the Mayor of London launched a Jobs and Skills marketing 

campaign to promote adult learning opportunities in London (this will work 

alongside the national Skills for Life campaign), a consultation on City Hall’s 

Skills Roadmap for London and the Mayor’s Academies programme. 

47. The Secretary of State for Work and Pensions announced a new jobs mission 

with a target of moving half a million people into jobs by the end of June. 

48. The Evening Standard and The Independent launched Skill Up Step Up, a joint 

Christmas appeal to help unemployed young people into work through 

sustainable jobs or apprenticeships and transform their lives. 

49. GLA Economics has published macroeconomic scenarios for London, which 

indicates that the labour market in the capital should return to pre pandemic 

levels in 2023, while the official government statistics for December 2021 show 

that the position for 16-to-24 year-olds has improved. 

50. The ONS published Changing trends and recent shortages in the labour 

market, UK: 2016 to 2021, which provides a summary of labour market 

changes during this period. 

51. The Resolution Foundation has reviewed the labour market changes that have 

occurred in the UK over the last 50 years with the aim of informing what may 

ensue over the next decade as the effects of Brexit, Covid-19, and the net zero 

transition take effect. 

52. The Chartered Institute of Personnel Development’s report, Youth employment 

in the UK 2021, explores how young people understand and are prepared for 

the world of work. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-as-and-a-level-summer-report-2021/gcse-as-and-a-level-summer-report-2021
https://www.teachfirst.org.uk/press-release/digital-access
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/jobs-and-skills/jobs-and-skills-londoners/mayors-academies-programme?utm_content=
https://skillsforlife.campaign.gov.uk/?utm_campaign=Skills%20for%20Londoners%20Newsletter%20January%202022%20Edition&utm_source=emailCampaign&utm_content&utm_medium=email
https://www.london.gov.uk/publications/adult-education-roadmap-london?utm_campaign=Skills%20for%20Londoners%20Newsletter%20January%202022%20Edition&utm_source=emailCampaign&utm_content=&utm_medium=email
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/jobs-and-skills/jobs-and-skills-londoners/mayors-academies-programme?utm_content=
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-jobs-mission-to-get-500-000-into-work?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=02e5bfd5-df6f-43f1-90b3-ad15e9c2aa5e&utm_content=daily
https://www.standard.co.uk/skill-up-step-up/skill-up-step-up-campaign-london-youngsters-ready-for-work-b970184.html
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/macroeconomic-scenarios-for-london-s-economy-post-covid-19?utm_campaign=London%27s%20Economic%20Outlook%20-%20Autumn%202021&utm_source=emailCampaign&utm_content=&utm_medium=email
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-labour-market-december-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=df2b0db4-4ec9-4f4b-bfa3-17a9f8f7218e&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/changing-trends-and-recent-shortages-in-the-labour-market-uk-2016-to-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=f76a99f7-6854-487b-aa31-cca3707c8443&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/changing-trends-and-recent-shortages-in-the-labour-market-uk-2016-to-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=f76a99f7-6854-487b-aa31-cca3707c8443&utm_content=daily
https://economy2030.resolutionfoundation.org/reports/changing-jobs/
https://www.cipd.co.uk/knowledge/work/skills/youth-employment-2021
https://www.cipd.co.uk/knowledge/work/skills/youth-employment-2021
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53. University College London Institute of Education blogged about its research 

that shows how the pandemic affected young people’s job skills, which it 

suggests should help plan catch-up learning. 

54. The Resolution Foundation issued a report that examines the nature and pace 

of changes in the UK labour market in the past and workers’ experiences during 

these changes. 

Further and Higher Education 

55. The FE Commissioner published her annual report, covering the intervention 

work of the commissioner and her team from August 2020 to the end of July 

2021. 

56. The Office for Students has published plans to take action against poor quality 

courses provided by universities and colleges. This could result in fines and 

restricted access to Student Loan funding. The OfS has also launched a 

consultation on a new approach to regulating student outcomes. 

57. While noting that graduate recruitment has increased by 20 per cent on pre-

pandemic levels, the Institute of Student Employers’ latest recruitment survey 

shows that 23 per cent of companies are looking to rebalance their recruitment 

from university and college graduates to school leavers. 

58. Universities UK published a briefing on how universities can best deliver on 

access and participation. 

59. Data from the University and College Admissions Service (UCAS) shows that 

the number of places offered by top universities has increased by almost a third 

in two years, coinciding with A-level results hitting a record high. 

60. University College London published First in family: higher education and 

labour market outcomes, which looks at disparities in outcomes achieved by 

‘first generation’ students. 

61. Graduate attraction and retention at regional scale by University of Birmingham 

looks at retention and migration patterns of graduates into the labour market. 

https://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/2021/12/16/how-has-the-pandemic-affected-young-peoples-job-skills/
https://economy2030.resolutionfoundation.org/reports/changing-jobs/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1040181/Annual_report_of_the_Further_Education_Commissioner_1_August_2020_to_31_July_2021__2_.pdf
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/news-blog-and-events/press-and-media/ofs-sets-out-plans-to-crack-down-on-poor-quality-courses/
https://ise.org.uk/page/graduate-job-vacancies-20-higher-than-pre-pandemic
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/sites/default/files/field/downloads/2021-11/delivering-a-fresh-approach-to-access-and-participation-uuk.pdf
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-undergraduate-sector-level-end-cycle-data-resources-2021
https://cls.ucl.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/First-in-family-higher-education-choices-and-labour-market-outcomes.pdf
https://cls.ucl.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/First-in-family-higher-education-choices-and-labour-market-outcomes.pdf
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/documents/college-social-sciences/business/research/wm-redi/wm-redi-project-docs/project-1a/17.12.2021-graduate-pathways-identifying-patterns-of-regional-retention-and-attraction-final.pdf
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62. The Engineering & Design Institute (TEDI) London, the capital’s only specialist 

engineering higher education institution, has launched a film-led Future 

Engineers campaign. 

63. The Edge Foundation published “Learning from the past” paper on 

Polytechnics, part of a series of papers that revisit historic policy initiatives that 

have influenced and driven change across the vocational education and 

training (VET) system. 

64. What do graduates do? (2021/22) by the Association of Graduate Careers 

Advisory Services provides an overview of the labour market outcomes 

achieved in 2021/22 by graduates in 2018/19. 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities  

65. The National Foundation for Educational Research (NfER) reported on special 

schools’ and colleges’ experiences of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

66. The government is looking to recruit SEND financial advisers to visit councils 

with multi-million-pound shortfalls in special needs funding. These are expected 

to lay the foundations for new reforms under the anticipated SEND review. 

Technical Education 

67. Researchers at Oxford Brooke University, in a project funded by the Nuffield 

Foundation, called for more support to be given to BTEC students in their 

transition to Higher Education as they found these students were nearly twice 

as likely to drop out of university. They point out that students taking BTECs are 

more likely to come from areas of deprivation. 

68. The National Association for Special Educational Needs, Nasen, has joined 

forces with Microlink to provide the Assistive Technology Training Pilot (funded 

by DfE), which is running online training sessions to nominated Assistive 

Technology Champions from each school between 31 January and 7 March 

2022. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHlKY5gDZ2nYz_jojVLiA91xBWDksL-X-
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHlKY5gDZ2nYz_jojVLiA91xBWDksL-X-
https://www.edge.co.uk/research/learning-from-the-past-papers/Paper-No-10-Polytechnics/
https://www.edge.co.uk/research/learning-from-the-past-papers/Paper-No-10-Polytechnics/
https://graduatemarkettrends.cdn.prismic.io/graduatemarkettrends/8d0f5a43-fe6e-4b78-b710-4c22baa1db5e_what-do-graduates-do-2021-22.pdf?platform=hootsuite
https://www.nfer.ac.uk/media/4715/special_schools_and_colleges_experiences_of_the_covie_19_pandemic_summer_2021.pdf?platform=hootsuite
https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Notice/34f1159d-3926-4a49-af95-a589739ba407
https://www.brookes.ac.uk/research/units/obbs/projects/educational-choices-at-16-19-and-adverse-outcomes/
https://nasen.org.uk/news/nasen-leads-assistive-technology-training-pilot-mainstream-schools-partnership-microlink
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Mental Health 

69. The Institute for Employment Studies, commissioned by the GLA, published 

Supporting good mental health amongst London’s FE learners: an assessment 

of mental health needs and support approaches, which distinguishes between 

16 to 19 year-olds and students aged 19 and older. 

70. The British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy (BACP) is backing 

calls made by the NASUWT and Citizens UK for the government to secure the 

statutory provision of school-based counselling in English primary schools, 

secondary schools and further education colleges. 

71. A report by the Centre for Mental Health (with the Children and Young People's 

Mental Health Coalition) explores how we can end the postcode lottery in 

mental health support for children and young people through strategic 

investment. 

Inclusion, diversity and equality 

72. Partnership for Young London has launched a report exploring how young 

people from minoritized communities with racialised identities respond to 

aspects of adversity in their lives. 

73. Research by the Education Policy Institute highlighted that the majority of 

unaccompanied asylum-seeking children are more than three years behind 

their non-migrant peers at school by the time they take their GCSEs.  

74.  A report by NFER warns that recent and anticipated changes to free school 

meal (FSM) eligibility will make it ‘almost impossible’ to track the attainment of 

disadvantaged pupils relative to their non-disadvantaged peers over the next 

decade. 

75. Nominet has published the Digital Youth Index, looking into 8 to 25 year-olds’ 

access to and experience of digital spaces. 

76. A joint study carried out by researchers at the universities of Liverpool and 

Huddersfield reveals evidence that living in a poor household is a key risk factor 

for children being taken into care (increases in child poverty rates contributed to 

https://www.employment-studies.co.uk/system/files/resources/files/Supporting%20good%20mental%20health%20amongst%20London%27s%20FE%20learners.pdf
https://www.employment-studies.co.uk/system/files/resources/files/Supporting%20good%20mental%20health%20amongst%20London%27s%20FE%20learners.pdf
https://www.nasuwt.org.uk/news/campaigns/support-school-based-counselling-in-england.html
https://www.centreformentalhealth.org.uk/sites/default/files/publication/download/CentreforMH_TimeForAction.pdf?platform=hootsuite
https://www.partnershipforyounglondon.org.uk/post/unapologetically-me-transcending-resilience
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/the-educational-outcomes-of-refugee-and-asylum-seeking-children-in-england/
https://www.nfer.ac.uk/investigating-the-changing-landscape-of-pupil-disadvantage/?utm_source=dotdigital&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfs_jan&dm_i=4R3K,MJX1,10I091,2Q96Q,1
https://www.nominet.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Nominet-Digital-Youth-Index-Report-2021.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3972210
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more than 10,000 additional children being taken into care over a five-year 

period). 

77. The London School of Economics and Science (LSE)’s Centre for Analysis of 

Social Exclusion (CASE) published Poverty and parenting in the UK: patterns 

and pathways between economic hardship and mothers’ parenting practices, 

which examines parenting practices of families from different income groups. 

78. The Health Foundation has reported on the economic and financial security of 

young people in the UK, based on the findings of a survey of 16 to 24 year-

olds. 

Social Mobility 

79. Resolution Foundation published Social mobility in the time of Covid: assessing 

the social mobility implications. 

Homelessness 

80. London Councils highlighted that the number of children without a permanent 

home has shot up by 60 per cent in the last decade. London Councils is calling 

for the government to make tackling family homelessness a “top priority for 

2022. 

81. Research by Shelter has found that London has the highest number and rate of 

people in England living in temporary accommodation or sleeping on the 

streets. Centrepoint has said that calls to its youth homelessness helpline have 

increased by almost a quarter on pre-pandemic levels. 

82. The government has announced mandatory national standards for supported 

accommodation housing 16- and 17-year-olds and a new regime of 

accountability from Ofsted. The moves were welcomed by the Local 

Government Association. 

83. Human Rights Watch reported that thousands of children in London are being 

placed in uninhabitable accommodation that violates their rights. 

https://sticerd.lse.ac.uk/CASE/_NEW/PUBLICATIONS/abstract/?index=9038
https://sticerd.lse.ac.uk/CASE/_NEW/PUBLICATIONS/abstract/?index=9038
https://www.thersa.org/globalassets/_foundation/new-site-blocks-and-images/reports/2022/01/cost_of_independence.pdf
https://economy2030.resolutionfoundation.org/reports/social-mobility-in-the-time-of-covid/
https://economy2030.resolutionfoundation.org/reports/social-mobility-in-the-time-of-covid/
https://beta.londoncouncils.gov.uk/news/2021/london-sees-60-rise-number-homeless-children-2011
https://england.shelter.org.uk/media/press_release/274000_people_in_england_are_homeless_with_thousands_more_likely_to_lose_their_homes
https://www.hrw.org/report/2022/01/17/i-want-us-live-humans-again/families-temporary-accommodation-london-uk
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Youth Justice/Youth Offending  

84. In the release of the annual statistics for the Youth Justice Board its chair has 

said that the system is failing to halt the overrepresentation of black children. 

85. The London Violence Reduction Unit has published a report Understanding 

serious violence among young people in London. 

86. A scheme has been launched to reduce knife crime by preventing some of the 

900 school exclusions a year across London. London’s Violence Reduction 

Unit’s (VRU) £2million programme will target seven boroughs (Waltham Forest, 

Hounslow, Lambeth, Bexley, Sutton, Greenwich and Lewisham) with the 

highest rates of suspensions and persistent absenteeism. 

Youth Work / Looked After Children 

87. The results of The Big Conversation, which engaged over 25,000 young people 

across the country, have been published. 

88. The Children’s Society has proposed ways to improve the consistency of 

support available from local authorities to young people leaving care across 

London. 

89. Ofsted reported that more than a third of care leavers feel they left care too 

early. 

90. Care experience and employment from the Institute for Research and 

Innovation in Social Services sets out the employment outcomes of people who 

experience living in care as a child, the barriers they face going into adulthood 

and how they can be better supported. 

91. Out of harm's way: a new care system to protect vulnerable teenagers at risk of 

exploitation and crime from the Commission on Young Lives looks at the 

relationship being in – or in need of – care and the risk of exploitation. 

Climate Change, sustainability and the Green Economy 

92. The Government has published its response to the Environmental Audit 

Committee’s report on green jobs. The committee’s report found that the 

Government was not sufficiently grappling the skills gap needed for net zero, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/annual-statistics-a-system-failing-black-children
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/serious-youth-violence?utm_campaign=Understanding%20serious%20violence%20among%20young%20people%20in%20London2&utm_source=emailCampaign&utm_content=&utm_medium=email
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/serious-youth-violence?utm_campaign=Understanding%20serious%20violence%20among%20young%20people%20in%20London2&utm_source=emailCampaign&utm_content=&utm_medium=email
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/after-school-vru-funding-to-prevent-violence
https://www.bigeducationconversation.org/results
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/information/professionals/resources/london-wide-care-offer?platform=hootsuite
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/care-leavers-feel-they-left-care-too-early-ofsted-finds
https://www.iriss.org.uk/sites/default/files/2021-08/esss_outline_care_experience_and_employment_030821.pdf?platform=hootsuite
https://thecommissiononyounglives.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/OUT-OF-HARMS-WAY-CYL-DEC-29-2021-1-4.pdf?platform=hootsuite
https://thecommissiononyounglives.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/OUT-OF-HARMS-WAY-CYL-DEC-29-2021-1-4.pdf?platform=hootsuite
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/7615/documents/79773/default/
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resulting in missed opportunities. The response outlines the Government’s 

actions on green jobs and confirms that the new Green Jobs Delivery Group 

will include ministers from multiple departments alongside an industry co-chair.  

93. The Association of Colleges (AoC) published a report which sets out the critical 

role of colleges in achieving net zero and biodiversity ambitions. 

94. The Education and Training Foundation has produced a report that sets out the 

challenges curriculum leaders face in embedding sustainability across further 

education and training provision and to showcase examples of effective 

practice. 

95. The Green Alliance published a report on closing the UK green skills gap, 

which finds that acute skills shortages could squander green jobs opportunities 

and more support for businesses, higher education institutions and individuals 

is needed.  

Statistics 

Attendance 

96. On 9 December, 99.9 per cent of educational settings were open and 88.9 per 

cent of students were in attendance. 

97. On 16 December, 100.0 per cent of educational settings were open (excluding 

those on holiday) and 88.6 per cent of students attended. 

98. On 6 January, 99.9 per cent of educational settings were open and 87.4 per 

cent of students attended. 

Achievements 

99. The DfE published the FE outcome-based success measures 2018 to 2019. 

Higher Education 

100. The DfE has released details of student enrolments and qualifications obtained 

by higher education (HE) students at HE providers in the UK for the academic 

year 2020 to 2021. 

https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/8559/documents/86458/default/
https://www.aoc.co.uk/the-green-college-commitment
https://www.et-foundation.co.uk/news/the-etfs-latest-report-on-leadership-for-education-for-sustainable-development-esd-in-fe-curriculum-shows-only-1-in-200-post-16-enrolments-are-studying-for-qualifications-with-strong-esd-co/
https://green-alliance.org.uk/Closing_the_UK_green_skills_gap.php
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/attendance-in-education-and-early-years-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/2022-week-4
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/further-education-outcome-based-success-measures-2018-to-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/higher-education-student-statistics-uk-2020-to-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3b782d1b-4863-4a74-b595-9ce2d77c26b0&utm_content=daily
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