Minutes of the London Health & Safety Forum
Date of Meeting:  15th December 2009.

Time: 10.00 am 
Held at: London Councils Offices 591/2, Southwark Street, London, SE1 0AL

Present were:

Liz Johnston

Croydon (chair)

Trevor Webster
Westminster (Vice chair)

Mike Sopp

Hammersmith & Fulham

Jennifer Hillier
Croydon

Michael La Rose
Health & Safety Executive

Billy Cassidy

Haringey

Fabrice Terrochaire
Haringey

Tamara Clare
Kingston

Chris Rackley
Southwark

Alan Godden

BT

Melanie Farrow
Barking & Dagenham

Ray Chivers 

Lambeth

Shila Agnew

Waltham Forest

Donna Lewis

Islington

Sandra Joyce
Brent

Mohammed Abrar
City West Homes (Westminster) 

Sophia Mangera
Lewisham

Charles New

Whitgift Foundation

Sheila Keogh

Southwark

Adam Viccari

Merton

Edmund Jacobs
Ministry of Justice

Marshita Babrui
Guest

Caroline Woodcliffe
Kingston
Apologies for Absence:
John Doherty 
Westminster

Sue Emery

Brent

Marie Jeng-Kanu
Haringey

Grace Davey

Ealing

Lorna Mansell
Kingston

Steve Sumner
LGE

Gary Frost

Barking & Dagenham

Victoria Hall

Hounslow


Elaine Pilkington
Bromley


Shevrin Nejand
Wandsworth

Lynne Thorburn
Hackney

Keith Harwood
TFL

David Cope

Haringey

Amanda Way
Ealing

Gav Davey

Ealing

Gary Mann

Kensington & Chelsea

Ron Gatenby

Hammersmith & Fulham

1. Minutes of last meeting

1.1
Accepted
2. Matters Arising

2.1 None

3. Presentation  - Fire policy and risk assessments in social housing  - Andy Jack Regulation and Enforcement Policy Group – London Fire Brigade.
3.1 A round table discussion centred on the following issues:-
· Legislation
The Fire Reform Order and the Housing Act both apply to social housing properties.
The Housing Act applies to the whole property and the Fire Reform Order to just the common areas.

· Risk assessments

RA’s should extend adequately across the common areas of the property; care needs to be taken regarding the extent of the common areas – for example you must include the gap between ceiling and floors above.
The following must be included in the risk assessment:-

- Compartmentation; 
- awareness of alterations and planned works; 
- maintenance records; assumptions that the property has a variety of age of alterations and therefore standards;
- management of arrangements; 

- risk of arson; 

- fire fighting appliances and their condition; 

- review date. 

- the history of the building
RAs must be reviewed after all major incidents or when monitoring information demonstrates a serious issue.

· Monitoring

There must be on checks of the building that is consistent with the level of risk expressed in the risk assessment.

Monitoring information can be collected from a variety of sources including the occupiers, property management groups and visitors.

Monitoring information must be kept – best practice would assume for a period of three years 

· Enforcement

The fire brigade do not have automatic right of entry except when they suspect that there is treat to life and limb

4. HSE update
4.1 In January a work plan will be issued for 2010.
4.2 Early warning was provided of the intention to concentrate on Stress Management and LPG management in 2010
4.3 MLR to update at the next meeting

5. AOB.
5.1 LJ said that she intends to resign as chair of the forum after 10 years. During this time she has been vice chair and chair.
Action: An election for the new chair to be carried out at the next meeting

6. Dates of the meetings for 2010:

26 January 2010 - CANCELLED
16 March 2010

8 June 2010

14 September 2010

7 December 2010

7. Date of the next meeting: 
16 March @ 10.00am – Presentation on Stress Management
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