Minutes of the London Health & Safety Forum
Date of Meeting:  16th March 2010
Time: 10.00 am 
Held at: London Councils Offices 591/2, Southwark Street, London, SE1 0AL

Present were:

Liz Johnston

Croydon (chair)

Trevor Webster
Westminster (Vice chair)

Bill Hazelton 

HSE

John Godfrey
Hounslow

Billy Cassidy

Haringey

Chris Rackley
Southwark

Alan Godden

BT

Sue Emery

Brent

Sue Wilks

Havering

Peter Dempsey
Westminster

Ray Chivers 

Lambeth

Charles New

Whitgift Foundation

Sophia Maguko
Kensington & Chelsea

John Doherty 
Westminster

Mike Sopp

Hammersmith & Fulham

Shevrin Nejand
Wandsworth

Mohammed Abrar
City West Homes (Westminster) 

Frank Mckeown
Redbridge

Donna Lewis

Islington

Fabrice Terrochaire
Haringey

Peter Livock

City of London

Caroline Woodcliffe
Kingston

Apologies for Absence:
Marie Jeng-Kanu
Haringey

Grace Davey

Ealing

Lorna Mansell
Kingston

Steve Sumner
LGE

Gary Frost

Barking & Dagenham

Victoria Hall

Hounslow


Elaine Pilkington
Bromley


Lynne Thorburn
Hackney

Keith Harwood
TFL

David Cope

Haringey

Amanda Way
Ealing

Gav Davey

Ealing

Gary Mann

Kensington & Chelsea

Ron Gatenby

Hammersmith & Fulham

Michael La Rose
Health & Safety Executive

Tamara Clare
Kingston

Melanie Farrow
Barking & Dagenham

Shila Agnew

Waltham Forest

Sandra Joyce
Brent

Sophia Mangera
Lewisham

Sheila Keogh

Southwark

Adam Viccari

Merton

Edmund Jacobs
Ministry of Justice


1. Minutes of last meeting

1.1 MA asked for clarification regarding the statement 
· Risk assessments

RA’s should extend adequately across the common areas of the property; care needs to be taken regarding the extent of the common areas – for example you must include the gap between ceiling and floors above.

Action: TW to contact Andy Jack at the London Fire Brigade and report back
2. Matters Arising

2.1 None

3. Presentation  - John Humphrey – Nice Consulting 
3.1 The presentation covered the following areas:

· Background

· Legal aspects

· Effective Interventions

· The six priority areas.

3.2 The key messages in the presentation  included:-
· Employers have an extra duty of care when they are made aware that an employee is suffering from stress

· Employers can become aware of stress in employees through three ways; they tell you; they have a past history; you notice a change in behaviour

· The basic strategy to manage stress includes; Buy in from top management; conducting stress assessments; brief all employees; match actions to assessment findings; act quickly

· Good stress management provides an opportunity for business savings.

· Organisations should use a hierarchy of controls; elimination; manage; mitigate.

· Organisations should use a wide range of interventions Primary; Secondary and Tertiary

3.3 JH left hand outs that detailed all the above

4. HSE update - BH
4.1 BH outlines the priorities for the HSE for the coming year; they included local authority waste and recycling; attention to those councils involved in the Olympic Games; Director leadership.
4.2 CR asked if LPG would be regarded as a priority BH said that not so much in London

4.3 MS raised the issue of elected members in H&S and there was broad agreement that there is a perceived inconstancy of approach across London regarding their role

4.4 BH gave details of incidents concerning the crushing zones in electric gates and falling ceiling track hoists.

5. Election of Chair and Vice chair .
5.1 LJ said that after 10 years of involvement she wanted to resign as chair
5.2 Following an election between meeting TW was elected as chair.

5.3 TW thanked LJ on behalf of the committee for all the work she had put in building up and representing the forum.

5.4 TW said that GM had volunteered to be nominated as Vice Chair the group agreed that this would be a good appointment.

5.5 TW also said that there was no reason why we could not have more than one vice chair – this would help the group to explore more issues of mutual concern

Action: Anyone interested to contact TW for details

6. AOB

6.1 SE reported on a very successful event held by her authority at Wembley Stadium – which Judith Hackett attended

6.2 MA reported on a double fatality in a private rented flat caused by a faulty ceiling rose.

6.3 TW said that at the next meeting he would providing some ideas for new agenda items for the forum to explore.
7. Date of the next meeting: 

*******************8th June 2010 at 10am ***********************
8. Dates of the meetings for 2010:

14 September 2010 and 7 December 2010
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