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Nick Gibb MP
Minister of State for Schools

Sanctuary Buildings Great Smith Street Westminster London SW1P 3BT
tel: 0870 0012345 ministers@education.gsi.gov.uk

Les Walton

YPLA Chair

Young People’s Learning Agency
Cheylesmore House

Quinton Road

Coventry

CV12WT

/9 July 2010

IRyA

In my letter to you of 2 July, | set out those actions relating to the simplification
of 16-19 funding, as proposed by your Board, that we would want to
implement with immediate effect. | also indicated that, following further work, |
would decide whether or not we would agree to a system in which the YPLA
should make the payments to colleges and training providers in order to
streamline processes and remove burdens.

| am therefore writing to confirm that we do want to move to such a system,
and in order to cut out unnecessary and protracted discussions between
providers, local authorities and the YPLA, we also want to move to a system
equivalent to lagged pupil numbers.

The Secretary of State has made it very clear that he expects local authorities
to continue to fulfil their strategic commissioning and influencing role. He has
written to Councillor Shireen Ritchie, Chair of the Local Government
Association’s Children and Young People Board setting out the extent of the
changes to the processes and a copy of that letter is attached for your
information.

We are very much aware that the actions set out in that letter and in my
earlier letter to you must be implemented smoothly, effectively and with no
disruption to delivery. | would therefore ask that you work with my officials,
the LGA, ADCS and schools and college representatives to make sure this is
the case.

The YPLA has a fundamental role to play in supporting local authorities to
fulfil their duties, including through the provision of the right kinds of data on
supply and demand for 16-19 provision. | look forward to your continued
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engagement in making sure all our young people can get the education and
training they need to progress.

With best wishes.

4 .

- /ﬂ
Nick Gibb MP

Minister of State for Schools



