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who is london councils?

London Councils is committed to fighting for 
more resources for London and getting the best
possible deal for London’s 33 councils.

Although much of our work consists of lobbying the government and others
on behalf of our member boroughs, we also develop policy and do all we can
to improve the services they deliver. We also run a range of services
ourselves, all designed to make life better for Londoners.

We are a cross-party organisation, funded and run by our member authorities
to work on behalf of them all, regardless of political persuasion.

chief executive’s office
chief executive
John O’Brien 
Tel: 020 7934 957
Email: john.o’brien@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of office to the chairman and chief executive
Barbara Salmon
Tel: 020 7934 9504 
Email: barbara.salmon@londoncouncils.gov.uk



policy and public affairs
Policy and Public Affairs (PAPA) is the corporate division responsible for
developing a coherent and integrated approach to the way London Councils
develops its ideas, positions and arguments on behalf of London boroughs and
for communicating those ideas in ways that will have the maximum impact on
central and regional government, the public and other key audiences. In order
to achieve this, the work of PAPA is delivered by directors for the following
areas: Communications, Communities, World City and Fair Funding.

corporate director of policy and public affairs
Dick Sorabji
Tel: 020 7934 9761 
Email: dick.sorabji@londoncouncils.gov.uk

communications
The Communications division is responsible for building our profile in the press
and media and with Londoners as a whole. It also takes a lead in developing
strategies to influence parliamentarians and other key stakeholders through
lobbying work on government bills, our own private legislation and other key
lobbying campaigns. It is also responsible for all London Councils publications
and websites and leads on major campaigns and corporate events.

director of communications
Ceri Edwards
Tel: 020 7934 9750
Email: ceri.edwards@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of communications
Steve Pearce
Tel: 020 7934 9751
Email: steve.pearce@londoncouncils.gov.uk



fair funding
Our Fair Funding division makes the case for a fair share of resources for the capital;
fights to ensure all London councils get the funding they need to deliver excellent
services and produces a comprehensive range of lobbying materials to influence
government thinking on all aspects of local government finance in the capital.

director of fair funding
Stephen Lord
Tel: 020 7934 9942
Email: stephen.lord@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of local government finance (policy)
Jo Mennell
Tel: 020 7934 9546
Email: jo.mennell@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of local government finance (technical)
Nicola Morton
Tel: 020 7934 9935
Email: nicola.morton@londoncouncils.gov.uk



world city
The focus of our World City division is on the policy areas that sustain our capital
as a leading global city, including environment, waste and climate change matters,
London’s infrastructure, housing supply, planning and transport strategy as well as
the London Olympics, culture and sport.

director world city (acting)
Stephen Benton 
Tel: 020 7934 9908
Email: stephen.benton@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of 2012 Olympics, culture and sport
Simon Edwards
Tel: 020 7934 9826
Email: simon.edwards@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of environment
Michael Ojo
Tel: 020 7934 9945
Email: michael.ojo@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of infrastructure
Ruth Bradshaw
Tel: 020 7934 9909
Email: ruth.bradshaw@londoncouncils.gov.uk



communities
The Communities division supports research and policy development work across a
range of areas, including: sustainable communities (including housing, health, social
care and Supporting People); prosperous communities (including economic
development and regeneration and tackling worklessness and poverty); safer, stronger
communities (including crime, cohesion and equalities) and children (including
education, children’s services and children’s safety).

director of communities
Hilary McCollum
Tel: 020 7934 9790
Email: hilary.mccollum@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of prosperous communities
Dianna Neal
Tel: 020 7934 9819
Email: dianna.neal@londoncouncils.gov.uk 

head of children's services
Helen Johnston
Tel: 020 7934 9937
Email: helen.johnston@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of sustainable communities
Nigel Minto
Tel: 020 7934 9813
Email: nigel.minto@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of safer, stronger communities
Doug Flight
Tel: 020 7934 9805
Email: doug.flight@londoncouncils.gov.uk



services
Services is the corporate directorate responsible for all our services delivered directly
by us and on behalf of the boroughs to Londoners and London organisations. This
includes concessionary fares (The Freedom Pass), traffic enforcement, care placements
and the London boroughs grants scheme. 

corporate director of services
Nick Lester
Tel: 020 7934 9905
Email: nick.lester@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of transport and mobility
Ron Beckett
Tel: 020 7747 4780
Email: ron.beckett@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of PATAS
Charlotte Axelson
Tel: 020 7747 4700
Email: patas.team@patas.gov.uk

head of grants
Ian Redding
Tel: 020 7934 9802
Email: ian.redding@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of placements/community service
Mark Brangwyn
Tel: 020 7934 9794
Email: mark.brangwyn@londoncouncils.gov.uk



capital ambition

London Councils is currently recruiting to the role of corporate 
director Capital Ambition.

Capital Ambition is the name of London’s new Regional Improvement and Efficiency
Partnership (RIEP). Formed as a new Corporate Directorate of London Councils on 1
April 2008, it brings together the work of the existing Capital Ambition with that of
the London Centre of Excellence, London Connects and London Councils’ previous
improvement and employment division. 

director
Julia Vernalls
Tel: 020 7934 9955
Email: julia.vernalls@londoncouncils.gov.uk

director
Daniel Ratchford
Tel: 020 7934 9972
Email: daniel.ratchford@londoncouncils.gov.uk

regional employers secretary
Simon Pannell
Tel: 020 7934 9960
Email: simon.pannell@londoncouncils.gov.uk



corporate resources
Corporate Resources is the division responsible for London Councils’ financial control
and audit of expenditure, as well as maintaining all the organisation’s internal
support functions, including HR, finance, facilities and IT. 

director of corporate resources
Frank Smith
Tel: 020 7934 9700
Email: frank.smith@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of HR (acting)
Malcolm Plummer
Tel: 020 7934 9705
Email: malcolm.plummer@londoncouncls.gov.uk

head of financial accounting
David Sanni
Tel: 020 7934 9704
Email: david.sanni@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of budgetary control and procurement
Andy Pitcairn
Tel: 020 7934 9721
Email: andy.pitcairn@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of facilities and IT
Steve Davis
Tel: 020 7934 9701
Email: steve.davis@londoncouncils.gov.uk



corporate governance
Corporate Governance leads on business planning and performance management and
on maintaining London Councils’ formal institutional relationships with Government
Office for London, the Greater London Authority and its functional bodies. Corporate
Governance is also responsible for the central administration of all London Councils
committee meetings.

director of corporate governance
Christiane Jenkins
Tel: 020 7934 9540
Email: christiane.jenkins@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of governance
Derek Gadd
Tel: 020 7934 9505
Email: derek.gadd@londoncouncils.gov.uk

head of special projects
Nick Day
Tel: 020 7934 9544
Email: nick.day@londoncouncils.gov.uk



political advisers
London Councils’ political advisers serve and support London local government and
the members belonging to their London Councils party group. The political advisers
are also the main point of contact between London Councils and other
national/regional or local groupings of their respective national political parties.

conservative
Barry Mac-Leod-Cullinane
Tel: 020 7934 9502
Email: barry.mc@londoncouncils.gov.uk

labour
Sam Elliot
Tel: 020 7934 9521
Email: sam.elliot@londoncouncils.gov.uk

liberal democrat
Laura Willoghby
Tel: 020 7934 9503
Email: laura.willoughby@londoncouncils.gov.uk
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